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The Islinois returned to their country, well avenged; they
had, however, the generosity to spare the lives of many women
and children, part of whom remained among them, while otheis
had liberty to go whither they pleased. A few years ago, they
[the Puans] numbered possibly one hundred and fifty warriors.
These Savages have no mutual fellow-feeling; they have
caused their own ruin, and have been obliged to divide their
forces. They are naturally very impatient of control, and very
passionate; a little matter excites them; and they are great
braggarts. They are, however, well built, and are brave sol-
diers, who do not know what danger is; and they are subtle and
crafty in war. Although they are convinced that their ancestors
drew upon themselves the enmity of all the surrounding Na-
tions, they cannot be humble; on the contrary, they are the
first to affront those who are with them. Their women are ex-
tremely laborious; they are neat in their houses, but very dis-
gusting about their food. These people are very fond of the
French, who always protect them; without that support, they
would have been long ago utterly destroyed, for none of their
neighbors could endure them on account of their behavior and
their insupportable haughtiness. Some years ago, the Outa-
gamis, Maskoutechs, Kikabous,! Sakis, and Miamis were almost
defeated by them; but they have become somewhat more tract-
able. Some of the Pouteonatemis, Sakis, and Outagamis have
taken wives among them, and have given them their own daugh-
ters.

The Pouteouatemis are their neighbors; the behavior of these
People is very affable and cordial, and they make great efforts
to gain the good opinion of persons who come among them.
They are very intelligent ; they have an inclination for raillery;
their physical appearance is good; and they are great talkers.
When they set their minds on anything, it is not easy to turn
Iliniouek, with the exception of a single man, who escaped, shot
through the body with an arrow. When the Iliniouetz had sent back
his captive countrymen to inhabit the country anew, he was made
Captain of his Nation, as having never been a slave.”—Jes. Relations,
liv, p. 237.

1Variants of Mascoutens and Kickapoos. The Outagamies are better
known as Foxes (Fr. Rénards) . —Eb.



